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which a further account has arrived by express of our
troops being in possession of Wexford on the 23rd.
General Moore (my friend) marched from Cork towards
Wexford, and being opposed on his way defeated the
rebels and arrived at Wexford, but did not enter the
town; he encamped on a height which commands it and
was advantageously situated near it. In the meanwhile
General Lake, after the action at Vinegar Hill, fol-
lowed the flying rebels to Wexford. They offered to
treat for a surrender of the town on promise of security
to their lives and property, which was rejected. The
rebels then murdered about seventy prisoners or hos-
tages and threw them over a bridge into the river;
and they retired from the town, which General Lake
took possession of; the rebels were hemmed in between
General Lake and General Moore on the sea side, so
as not to be able to escape, and it is supposed they
went there in hopes of obtaining a capitulation.

< I give you this account as I had it from Pelham,
and if not quite correct in all particulars, it is so in
every thing that is material. Lord Camden is ex-
pected in town to-day. He is already in the Cabinet
without office.'

'June 27, 1798.

*1 hope there is a fair prospect of suppressing the
Irish rebellion for the present. These are times in
which a short distance from evil must be reckoned a
great advantage; and it is indeed an advantage to
gain time. I find that serious thoughts are entertained
by Government of bringing about a union with Ireland